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Kindergarten: 

First Grade: 

We opened February with our trip the Planetarium at Eastern University. The children 

learned about the night sky, the planets, and the sun. We took a virtual trip to space and got 

to look through the giant telescope. Unfortunately we didn’t get to see the sky due to the 

poor weather but we got to see how the telescope works. In math, we worked on the 

concepts of counting on and counting back. We began Family Life lessons. These lessons 

will be completed in March.  We celebrated the special days like Ground Hog Day, Valentine’s Day, and 

Presidents’ Day with special books and activities. Our Valentine’s Day program was fantastic. The 

children worked hard to learn the songs, get up (and stay up) on the risers, as well as get down from the 

risers. It was a fabulous performance and the audience loved it! We all got to enjoy some special treats and 

crafts at our parties. Thanks to the parents for planning such a wonderful celebration.     

February was a lot of fun in first grade. There were many important events to learn about and 

celebrate. We started the month off with Groundhog’s Day. The kids had a great time making predictions 

about our upcoming weather. Some children can’t wait for spring while others are enjoying the winter 

weather.   

 

We also celebrated the 100th day of school! The children had a great time celebrating 100 days of learning 

and fun! How quickly the time flies when we are having fun! 

 

Love was in the air in the first grade hallway as every first grade class celebrated Valentine’s 

Day. The children had a great time playing games, creating crafts, and sharing valentines with 

classmates. Thank you to all of our parents who helped make the parties a success!! 

 

We also spent time this month learning about Abraham Lincoln and George 

Washington. Everyone enjoyed the long weekend thanks to these two famous presidents and our first snow 

day!  

 

A Black History Month Round Robin was the perfect way for our first graders to learn about important 

African Americans in history. The children learned about famous inventors, Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, 

Harriet Tubman, and George Washington Carver.  

 

Before the month was over, we also learned about Dental Health. We had a visit from dental hygienist, 

Laura Forlano, who met with each class to teach the children about dental health. Each child was given a 

new toothbrush to practice what they learned.   

 

Now that February is over, the children are waiting to find out if March will come in like a lion or 

lamb??? Come on SPRING!!! 



Third Grade: 

Second Grade: 
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The month of February brought cold, snowy weather but second graders had lots of indoor fun and 

learning opportunities! We began the month finding out about groundhogs and wondering if Phil would 

not see his shadow! Some were happy that he predicted more winter; others were not. Students wrote about 

their feelings and created adorable groundhogs, too.  
 

Valentine’s Day always brings fun and excitement to our classrooms! We all made 

valentine bags and cards for friends and loved ones. Some even composed valentine 

couplets. We took the opportunity that this special day provides to learn about caring and 

friendship. Some books we read were The Valentine Bears, Someone Loves You, Mr. 

Hatch, and Arthur’s Valentine. Thanks to all the volunteers who made our parties so fun and supplied 

delicious treats!  
 

In remembrance of Presidents’ Day, biographies of Presidents Washington and Lincoln were read. Our 

reading theme this month has been Election Day which connected perfectly to our study of two important 

presidents. In science, we have begun a study of soils. The entire second grade made a compost bin, 

complete with worms! Later in the unit, we will open it and discover how the worms have worked their 

magic! Learning about Chinese New Year fit well with the conclusion of our Ancient China unit.  
 

We all enjoyed the Art Goes to School presentation! Students were fascinated with the works of art and 

information about the artists. Let’s hope when you read the March newsletter, the weather will be much 

warmer! Bring on spring! 

Third grade had a super month of February! We have moved our Social Studies focus from learning about 

the Lenni Lenape Native American tribe to William Penn and the Quakers. We had an exciting finish to 

our Land and Water unit in science as students were asked to protect houses from the rushing water in 

their stream tables with items such as rocks, clay, grass, and soil. We are happy to report most houses 

survived thanks to great team planning! Our next unit will focus on Chemical Tests. 
 

Students have also been working hard in their whole groups and small groups during reading. We wrapped 

up Theme 8 which focused on having students decide what information is important to the main idea and 

what information is just interesting but unimportant. Other practiced skills include use of context clues, 

proper and common nouns, parts of speech, homonyms, multiple meanings words, and plural nouns. Third 

graders continue to practice answering text-dependent questions and citing evidence in their written 

responses. Additionally in writing, students have also written opinion pieces using the text and practiced 

writing how-to pieces. 
 

All math classes worked on using Metric Measurement and deciding which metric measurement was best 

for measuring a variety of objects. They also practiced reading scales, rulers, and liquid measurement 

tools.  
 

Special activities this month included our Valentine's Day parties and 100th Day 

celebrations. We finished working on our woodpecker drawings and are excited that they will 

be displayed on March 1st at the Annual Maple Sugar Festival from 9 am-2 pm at the Audubon 

Center. Third grade looks forward to a great month of March with more exciting learning 

opportunities yet to come! 
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Fourth Grade: 

The fourth grade started their new science unit, Motion and Design, this month. We will be learning more 

about basic physics, the effects of friction, and how a design can affect the function of a “vehicle”. 

 

The Cultural Arts Committee did a wonderful job presenting the Art Goes to School 

program,. We would like to give a special thank you to Mrs. Culbert for making this 

wonderful learning event happen. We want to thank all of the parent volunteers who helped 

make our classroom Valentine’s Day parties a huge success. The students, faculty, and 

parents seemed to have a wonderful time..   
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Music 
We’ve been having lots of fun in music this month! Here are just some of the things we 

have been doing and learning…  

 

The Kindergarteners did a wonderful job singing for the Valentine’s Day/President’s Day Concert on 

February 13! Now we are learning to become active music listeners by identifying and moving to long 

and short sounds in music. 

 

Since the 1st graders have been studying Japan and Africa in their classrooms this year, we have been 

learning about various Japanese instruments and singing Japanese and African folk songs! We will be 

performing a show with songs from Japan and Africa on May 1 at 2:30 PM! Rhythmically, we have been 

learning to read, write, and play quarter notes and eighth notes. We have also been learning about the life 

and music of the famous jazz singer, Ella Fitzgerald! 

 

In 2nd grade, we have learned to identify different sections and patterns in pieces of music. We especially 

concentrated on songs in AB and ABA form, and we’ve been singing folk songs from all over our country 

and our world. Most recently, we have begun to learn songs for the 2nd grade show this year called, “How 

Does Your Garden Groove?” The performance will be on April 24th at 2:30 PM. 

 

Our 3rd graders are working hard playing the recorder! We have been talking about how to produce a 

proper sound and play together as a group. We can also read and play 3 note songs off the musical staff. 

We have become masters at Hot Cross Buns! In addition, we’ve been learning and singing important 

patriotic songs, like My Country Tis’ of Thee and America the Beautiful. On June 4 at 2:15 PM, we will 

be performing the traditional “Pennsylvania Play,” so please mark your calendars!  

 

The 4th graders have been learning about musical form, in particular rondo form. Form in music can help 

the music listener better understand the music they hear, and helps to find patterns within a piece of 

music. We even composed and performed an original rondo form song written together, as a class. We are 

continuing to read and play new notes on our recorders too! We are beginning to learn songs for our 

spring show called, “United We Stand” on May 28 at 2:30 PM. 

 

The band, orchestra, and chorus have been working hard to prepare for the Spring Concert on May 14th at 

7 PM. Keep up the practicing! Lyrics for the chorus songs can be found on the Valley Forge Elementary 

School music website. 
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